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“I’m not crying, lord, because of what the Blessed One 
said to me, but simply because I have been deceived, 
cheated, & fooled for a long time by that ancient teaching 
lineage of warriors who said: ‘When a warrior strives & 
exerts himself in battle, if others then strike him down & 
slay him while he is striving & exerting himself in battle, 
then with the breakup of the body, after death, he is reborn 
in the company of devas slain in battle.’

“Magnificent, lord! Magnificent! Just as if he were to place 
upright what was overturned, to reveal what was hidden, to 
show the way to one who was lost, or to carry a lamp into 
the dark so that those with eyes could see forms, in the 
same way has the Blessed One — through many lines of 
reasoning — made the Dhamma clear. I go to the Blessed 
One for refuge, to the Dhamma, and to the Community 
of monks. May the Blessed One remember me as a lay 
follower who has gone to him for refuge, from this day 
forward, for life.”
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(Source: Extract from ‘Yodhjiva Sutta: To Yodhajiva 
(The Warrior), Thanissaro Bhikkhu, 1998, Edexcel 
Anthology)


